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An overall BASIS goal is to incorporate oceanographic, salmon migration, growth, feeding, and 
mortality process in models “to advance our understanding of changes in productivity of salmon 
populations in the Bering Sea” against a backdrop of forecasted climate-ocean and ecosystem 
state changes.  Studies of feeding habits and species interactions are an important component of 
future model development as these studies provide a method by which changes in salmon 
condition and species interactions can be observed.  We will review the current state and trends 
in BASIS food habits studies.  The possibility of particular prey items that might be an indicator 
of salmon feeding condition will be examined.  In addition, we will discuss those prey species 
that may confound future modeling approaches because, from a salmon perspective, they fit more 
than one ecological role.  For example, prey species that are both prey and competitors of 
salmon, or prey that are both prey and predators of salmon.


