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Statistics on Non-Salmonid Species for the NP AFC Statistical Yearbook Series
- Suggestion for Changing Area Divisions for the United States

Loh-Lee Low
Alaska Fisheries Science Center

National Marine Fisheries Service

Introduction - The Statistical Yearbook series of the North Pacific Anadromous Fish
Commission is a continuation of the system developed under its predecessor organization , the

International North Pacific Fisheries Commission. Over the years, changes have been made to
the yearbook as fisheries situations and data reporting requirements changed over time. The
table of statistics for non-salmonid species in the yearbook for the United States is in need of
some changes. The main reasons for need of change are (1) changes in species importance in the
groundfish category, (2) changes in statistical areas used by various organizations , (3) increasing
importance of pelagic species catches, and (4) difficulty of data compilation by traditional INPFC
statistical areas.

Present Statistical Table - An example of the present non-salmonid data table is Table 33 in the
2000 Statistical yearbook entitled "Total catch of principal groundfish , shrimp, and crab species
by country and area, in tonnes (round weight), 2000. A copy of this table is shown as Table A.
The format of this table are as follows: "rows" are catch by species and "columns" are catch by
INPFC Statistical areas.

Need for Change

1) Changes in species importance in the groundfish category
The species breakdown for the groundfish category needs to be expanded to include two more
species - Alaska plaice and Flathead sole. These two species have high catches in the Bering
Sea-Aleutians area.

(2) Changes in statistical areas used by various organizations
The present statistical-area system used in Table 33 is the INPFC system (Bering Sea high seas,
Bering Sea Area 1, Bering Sea area 2, Bering Sea area 5, Shumagin, Chirikof, Kodiak, Yakutat
Southeast, Charlotte, Vancouver, Columbia, Oregon Coast, Eureka, Monterey, and Conception
(Fig. 1). The INPFC system is not being used by any of the State and Federal government
agencies and fisheries management entities in the United States. Therefore, the INPFC statistical
reporting system has outlived its usefulness and has to be changed. The proposal here is to
change the area breakdown as follows: Bering Sea-Aleutians, Gulf of Alaska, Canada
Washington, Oregon, and California. These are much logical geographical areas as fisheries
statistics are compiled by the State and Federal agencies in this manner; and the geographical
designation makes better intuitive sense.



(3) Increasing importance of pelagic species catches
Table 33 is intended to report on the non-salmonid species. Herring, a pelagic species, was
somewhat included in Table 33; but not other pelagic species that contribute significantly to the
catches. Therefore, the suggestion here is to create a "pelagic" category and report on catches of
chub mackerel , jack mackerel , northern anchovy, herring, Pacific sardine , albacore, other tunas,
sharks-skates-dogfish , squid-octopus, and other pelagics.

(4) Difficulty of data compilation by traditional INP FC statistical areas
The compilation of Table 33 has been unusually difficult and tardy because the responsible
agencies that collect the statistics do not record their data by INPFC areas. Rough conversions
have to be made each time to re-compile data by INPFC areas. This process leads to errors and
Table 33 cannot be compiled in a timely manner. The proposal here is to change the
geographical reporting system to match with how the states of Alaska, Washington , Oregon , and
California report their data in their websites. The data for British Columbia (of Canada) can also
be more easily compiled than by the INPFC Charlotte and Vancouver areas.

Summary - The United States Party intends to submit data on "Total catch of principal
groundfish, pelagics, cephalopods , and shellfish species by country and area, in tonnes (round
weight)" according to tables Band C for the years 2002 and 2003, respectively.
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Figure 1. Statistical-area system used by the International North Pacific Fisheries Commission.
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