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Proposed otolith Marks for Salmon from Russia for Brood Year 2004 

 
 

Mass marking of Pacific salmon is planned to conduct at all hatcheries in Kamchatka and 

Magadan regions of Russia. Marking at Sakhalin continues to be of experimental character, 

researches by definition of optimum types of marks will be continued, and therefore now types 

of marks for salmons of the Sakhalin hatcheries are not determined. 

The possibility of chum salmon marking at Khabarovsk region hatcheries is elucidated at 

present time. The proposed mark to be used is included in the plan of marking.  

Property to region of salmon reproduction will be coded as before in the first bloc of 

marks. They are 3 rings for Kamchatka; 4 – on chum salmon otoliths, 3 or 4 on pink salmon 

otoliths for Sakhalin, the reason is that Kamchatka hatcheries aren’t engaged in pink salmon 

reproduction. Variations of marks with number of rings more than 4 will be used for salmon at 

Magadan and Khabarovsk hatcheries.  

Magadan hatcheries will use dry method for marking (Akinicheva et al., 1998; 

Safronenkov et al., 1999). It is proposed to mark all species of reared salmon. Each hatchery will 

use the same mark for all species. 

Malkinskiy hatchery in Kamchatka will use thermal marking. Marking at the rest 4 

hatcheries will be conducted by dry method. 

The plan of marking of 2004 brood salmon at hatcheries in Russia is given in table 1. 

Description of mark samples is represented in RBr (Munk and Geiger 1998; Hagen 1999) 

and Hatch Code (Hagen et al. 2000) formats.  
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