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ABSTRACT

During 2006, Canadian Pacific salmon fisheries were again managed with a strong emphasis on
conservation, with the result that many of the catches were relatively modest. This document
reports preliminary estimates for retained commercial catch (numbers and total weight),
recreational catch (numbers only) and aboriginal catch (numbers only) for the five major salmon
species caught in British Columbia (B.C.) tidal waters from 1952 (commercial), 1953
(recreational), or 1951 (aboriginal) to 2006. Catches include non-Canadian fish caught in B.C.
and exclude Canadian fish caught outside B.C. Some changes from previous documents resulted
from ongoing efforts to standardize estimation approaches. Work underway to finalize Canadian
catch statistics is briefly described. Preliminary results comparing commercial catch numbers in
one year (2004) and region (South Coast) suggest that original estimates were biased low by
~29%, although differences for other locations will probably be less.

INTRODUCTION

The six species of salmon native to British Columbia (B.C.) contribute to commercial,
recreational, and aboriginal fisheries. Commercial net fisheries tend to focus on sockeye
(Oncorhynchus nerka), chum (O. keta), and pink (O. gorbuscha) salmon, while recreational
harvesters catch mostly Chinook (O. tshawytscha), coho (O. kisutch), and steelhead (O. mykiss).
All species of salmon are valued by aboriginal fisheries, which usually occur in terminal areas
within freshwater. Steelhead constitute a relatively minor component of the catch, and are not
discussed further in this document.

In general, retained catch estimates for commercial fisheries are reasonably reliable and time
series analyses can be undertaken on these. Unfortunately, methods to gather recreational and
aboriginal catch data have been more variable and time series analysis of these data should not
be undertaken without a good understanding of the limitations of the data.

Commercial catch estimates are often used as indices of abundance for salmon. For sockeye,
chum, and pink salmon, since fishery exploitation rates are often high, catch data may be useful
indices of abundance when exploitation rates have been consistent over time. However,
numerous factors control abundances and catches. We do not advocate the use of catch data
alone to assess stock status.

This document reports estimates of retained commercial catch (numbers and total weight),
recreational catch (numbers only) and aboriginal catch (numbers only) for the five major salmon
species caught in B.C. tidal waters from 1952 (commercial), 1953 (recreational), or 1951
(aboriginal) to 2006. Catches include non-Canadian fish caught in B.C. and exclude Canadian
fish caught outside B.C.

METHODS

The Regional Data Services Unit within Pacific region of Fisheries and Oceans Canada is
responsible for compiling, producing, maintaining, and disseminating official catch statistics for
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the Pacific region, according to regional standards and procedures. Official catches are the
region’s best estimates of catch. Some changes from earlier documents resulted from ongoing
efforts to standardize estimation approaches. A brief description of the approaches used for the 3
major fishery types follows.

Commercial Catch Estimates

Official commercial catch estimates presented here include weights and numbers (pieces) of fish
caught and retained by commercial salmon vessels (salmon gill net, salmon seine net and salmon
troll).

Although various fisher-produced data (e.g. sale slips, logbooks, at-sea interviews) and fisher-
independent data (e.g. on-board observers and dockside monitors) have been used to estimate
commercial salmon catches, most of the commercial catch estimates reported here are based on
sale slip data. Sale slips record gear type, area of catch, date of landing, and landed weight and
value by species. Sale slips document transactions between commercial fishers and fish buying
companies. Since the value of the landing and resulting payments are based primarily on the
landed weight, weight estimates are considered reasonably accurate.

In some cases, pieces are recorded on sale slips. Since this information is generally not used to
determine the payment to the fisher, there is little incentive by the fisher or fish buying company
to count pieces landed. Rather, piece estimates recorded on sale slips are usually estimated by
applying an arbitrary estimated average weight to the landed weight, particularly for high volume
net landings (i.e., net landings of sockeye, pink and/or chum salmon). Therefore, if appropriate
average weight per piece estimates are available, they are used to convert accurate estimates of
landed weight to estimates of pieces landed. The average weight estimates are obtained by
weighing counted samples of landed catch during offloading. Sampling for average weights is
conducted to allow relatively accurate and precise, species-, area-, time- and gear-specific
estimates of average weights to be generated. Such estimates have been widely available for
Chinook and coho salmon since the early 1980’s, and for sockeye, chum and pink salmon since
1994,

Recreational Catch Estimates

Recreational catch reported here represents retained catch only, and is reported in pieces. Creel
surveys are the primary source of recreational catch data, resulting in estimates by Statistical
Area and month (or sometimes only by year). As well, many sport fishing lodges have a
logbook program in place, which provides an estimate of the catch from those lodges. Lodge
based catch from lodges not reporting via logbooks is sometimes incorporated in creel survey
based estimates.

Recreational catch estimation programs generally cover the areas and times with relatively large
catches, but typically not areas and times where fishing is open with relatively low effort and/or
catch rates. Further, the numbers provided here are the unexpanded estimates from those catch
estimation programs; they do not include estimates for the catch from areas and times not
covered by catch estimation programs. Consequently, recreational catches reported here are
underestimates.

Aboriginal Catch Estimates
Aboriginal catch reported here represents retained catch, and is reported in pieces. Aboriginal
catch statistics can usually be resolved to Statistical Area and year, but areas may be grouped in
some cases. A variety of approaches have been used to generate estimates.
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While aboriginal catch estimation programs cover many of the largest aboriginal fisheries,
coverage is incomplete both temporally and especially spatially. As with recreational catch,
aboriginal catch estimates presented here do not include catch from areas and times not covered
by catch estimation programs, and therefore underestimate total catches.

RESULTS

During 2006, fisheries in B.C. were again managed with a strong emphasis on conservation, with
the result that catches were relatively modest. Low pink salmon catches reflect the fact that 2006
was an off cycle year for Fraser River pink salmon.

Commercial Fisheries

Retained commercial catch, by numbers and weight, are reported in Tables 1 and 2, respectively,
for 1952-2006. Tables 3 and 4 provide a breakdown of 2006 salmon catch by major Statistical
Area, by numbers and weight, respectively. Weights are given as round (i.e., whole fish)
equivalents.

Recreational Fisheries

Recreational catches for 1953-2006 are given in Table 5, with a breakout by major Statistical
Area for 2006 in Table 6. Since the locations and time periods surveyed vary from year to year,
annual summaries are not valid trend indicators. Chinook and coho traditionally are the main
targets of recreational anglers, but harvest of these species has declined during the past decade in
response to conservation concerns, and recreational catch of other species, notably pink and
chum salmon, has been an increasing proportion of the catch.

Aboriginal Fisheries

Aboriginal catch for 1951-2006 is given in Table 7. The data for 2000-2006 are incomplete,
with many areas not represented. The data for 1998 and 1999 are complete, but subject to
further revision. In general, reporting inconsistencies with aboriginal catch data make it difficult
to use the annual summaries as trend indicators.

DISCUSSION

Finalizing Canadian Catch Estimates

Canada recognizes that Canadian catch estimates provided to the NPAFC for recent years have
been described as ‘preliminary’, and that it is important to review our data and finalize estimates.
There are two major reasons to expect some previously reported catches to change substantially.

First, some catch from fisheries that were monitored was not originally included because the
estimates were not available to the Regional Data Services Unit. Second, for commercial catches
especially, estimates were often based on a sample of the data; more complete consideration of
additional data sources is expected to improve (generally increase) estimates. As described
above, most commercial catch estimates reported thus far have been based solely on sale slips.
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These estimates usually represent tallies of the catch reported on sale slips received by the
department from industry. However, these estimates are not expanded when sale slips are
missing or not submitted.

Tracking landings of commercial catch in Canada’s Pacific Region is difficult, for various
reasons, including large fleet size and number of offloading sites, including on-water (‘packer’)
offloads, public marinas and commercial plants. Further, during the last decade, it has become
increasingly common for fishers to sell directly to the public, and for sales to occur well after a
fishery. Due in part to these complexities, enforcement of the requirement for sale slips to be
generated and submitted for all sales has been insufficient to ensure high compliance. Therefore,
commercial catch estimates probably underestimate total commercial catch, substantially in
some cases.

Alternative commercial catch data sources available to the review in progress include both
fisher-produced and fisher-independent sources. Under-utilized sources of fisher-produced data
being incorporated include fisher logbook and on-water interview catch reports. Under-utilized
sources of fisher-independent data being incorporated consist of on-board observer and dockside
monitor catch reports as well as on-water and aerial effort counts. Incorporation of effort counts,
especially, could lead to substantial increases in catch estimates for fisheries where sale slip
reporting compliance was low.

For these and other reasons, Canada is reviewing Pacific salmon catch estimates. The initial
phase of this review includes commercial retained catch for the years 1996 through 2004.
Although this phase of our review is almost complete, the finalized estimates from this review
were not yet sufficiently validated to be provided to the NPAFC at the 2007 annual meeting. We
discuss some preliminary findings below and plan to present our complete results to NPAFC in
2008.

We compare certain commercial retained salmon catch estimates provided previously as
‘preliminary estimates’ (Irvine et al. 2005) and corresponding near-final (revised) estimates
resulting from our ongoing review (Table 8). Estimates compared were for 2004 catches in
South Coast Statistical Areas (11-27). This comparison is intended to provide an indication of
the magnitude of changes that can ultimately be expected between preliminary estimates and
final estimates.

For the South Coast region, total annual estimated catch increased by 37% for sockeye, 27% for
chum, 17% for chinook, and 3% for pink, and decreased by 5% for coho (Table 8). Area-
specific changes were much more variable; 14 of 38 species-area changes exceeded 100% while
eight were negative. The revised estimate for all species summed is ~29% higher than the
estimate previously provided.

We suspect that differences seen here are larger than we will find for other Statistical Areas,
because sale slip-based preliminary catch estimates are probably most strongly negatively biased
in these South Coast commercial fisheries. Itis less clear how these changes will compare to
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those for the same areas from earlier years included in the review. Next year’s report will
provide these details, along with recommendations for potential changes to historical databases.
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Table 1. Preliminary retained commercial salmon catch (numbers) in British Columbia tidal waters, by species and
year, 1952-2006.

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total
1952 904,000 4,838,000 2,719,000 11,217,000 2,479,000 22,157,000
1953 1,017,000 5,914,000 2,871,000 11,103,000 4,672,000 25,577,000
1954 876,000 6,702,000 2,442,000 5,439,000 5,838,000 21,297,000
1955 876,000 2,835,000 2,976,000 11,240,000 1,569,000 19,496,000
1956 982,000 3,257,000 3,041,000 7,352,000 2,458,000 17,090,000
1957 948,000 3,036,000 3,137,000 11,310,000 2,412,000 20,843,000
1958 1,074,000 12,045,000 2,989,000 6,908,000 3,192,000 26,208,000
1959 956,000 3,260,000 2,897,000 6,776,000 2,015,000 15,904,000
1960 753,000 2,858,000 2,030,000 4,098,000 1,837,000 11,576,000
1961 700,000 4,564,000 3,299,000 8,305,000 1,218,000 18,086,000
1962 720,000 3,499,000 3,623,000 23,429,000 1,496,000 32,767,000
1963 800,000 2,086,000 3,418,000 12,200,000 1,463,000 19,967,000
1964 961,000 3,619,000 4,147,000 9,628,000 2,253,000 20,608,000
1965 981,000 3,019,000 4,437,000 5,108,000 633,000 14,178,000
1966 1,163,000 4,020,000 5,402,000 17,261,000 1,311,000 29,157,000
1967 1,099,000 6,748,000 3,151,000 9,712,000 1,130,000 21,840,000
1968 1,054,000 6,346,000 5,147,000 20,247,000 3,095,000 35,889,000
1969 1,076,000 4,267,000 2,341,000 2,564,000 1,310,000 11,558,000
1970 1,143,000 4,067,000 3,347,000 13,580,000 3,679,000 25,816,000
1971 1,518,000 6,304,000 4,608,000 8,445,000 1,263,000 22,138,000
1972 1,508,000 3,561,000 3,208,000 13,995,000 6,031,000 28,303,000
1973 1,372,000 7,583,000 3,338,000 6,493,000 6,225,000 25,011,000
1974 1,422,000 7,222,000 3,511,000 7,372,000 2,202,000 21,729,000
1975 1,380,000 2,270,000 2,225,000 4,620,000 1,147,000 11,642,000
1976 1,499,000 4,813,000 3,485,000 10,344,000 1,901,000 22,042,000
1977 1,470,000 6,346,000 3,265,000 10,307,000 1,088,000 22,476,000
1978 1,352,000 7,222,000 3,350,000 10,748,000 2,979,000 25,651,000
1979 1,328,000 5,669,000 3,630,000 11,807,000 851,000 23,285,000
1980 1,269,000 3,186,000 3,415,000 8,364,000 3,414,000 19,648,000
1981 1,133,000 8,413,000 2,815,000 18,072,000 1,116,000 31,549,000
1982 1,234,000 10,057,000 3,171,000 2,675,000 2,966,000 20,103,000
1983 950,000 5,500,000 4,125,000 23,944,000 999,000 35,518,000
1984 1,010,000 5,065,000 3,599,000 7,491,000 1,843,000 19,008,000
1985 869,000 12,217,000 2,946,000 20,224,000 5,470,000 41,726,000
1986 813,000 10,548,000 4,904,000 17,977,000 5,580,000 39,822,000
1987 766,000 5,373,000 3,348,000 13,349,000 2,267,000 25,103,000
1988 723,000 4,449,000 2,739,000 23,122,000 6,167,000 37,200,000
1989 648,000 13,747,000 3,425,000 17,050,000 1,809,000 36,679,000
1990 664,000 14,152,000 3,865,000 17,223,000 3,175,000 39,079,000
1991 639,000 10,336,000 3,506,000 23,977,000 2,349,000 40,807,000
1992 679,000 8,170,000 2,956,000 10,263,000 4,006,000 26,074,000
1993 619,000 18,060,000 1,889,000 10,127,000 4,221,000 34,916,000
1994 428,000 11,504,000 2,548,000 2,207,000 4,322,000 21,009,000
1995 193,000 4,412,000 1,871,000 11,727,000 2,475,000 20,678,000
1996 55,706 5,977,896 1,414,499 5,905,262 1,375,818 14,729,182
1997 212,372 10,685,534 229,622 6,494,479 1,891,775 19,513,783
1998 152,747 1,805,562 6,303 2,408,600 4,474,831 8,848,043
1999 108,399 705,804 8,047 6,078,086 950,467 7,850,803
2000 73,424 3,469,195 8,962 4,430,640 555,088 8,537,310
2001 97,223 2,574,827 16,247 6,126,817 1,155,052 9,970,166
2002 237,252 3,630,983 120,216 5,312,575 2,454,728 11,755,754
2003 301,899 2,386,494 220,893 10,336,475 2,834,129 16,079,891
2004 347,533 1,714,495 310,909 2,337,844 3,074,419 7,785,200
2005 289,359 384,296 326,643 7,025,764 2,157,160 10,183,221
2006 257,454 4,167,323 121,426 754,681 2,034,944 7,335,828



Table 2. Preliminary retained commercial salmon catch (round weight, tonnes) in British Columbia tidal waters, by
species and year, 1952-2006.

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total

1952 7,104 15,208 10,829 25,281 15,738 74,160
1953 7,717 17,456 11,377 30,476 26,883 93,909
1954 6,643 23,228 10,224 12,722 36,750 89,567
1955 6,197 8,224 11,652 31,270 8,980 66,323
1956 6,774 10,619 12,416 14,311 13,549 57,669
1957 6,262 7,770 11,272 28,297 13,456 67,057
1958 7,033 36,608 12,225 16,752 18,823 91,441
1959 6,686 8,921 9,687 17,315 11,416 54,025
1960 5,107 7,646 7,045 8,394 10,035 38,227
1961 4,486 13,150 12,235 24,731 7,217 61,819
1962 4,471 9,931 13,157 46,231 8,918 82,708
1963 5,002 5,865 12,599 29,925 7,620 61,011
1964 6,565 11,337 15,662 18,163 11,821 63,548
1965 6,266 8,010 18,128 11,343 3,288 47,035
1966 7,568 12,697 19,102 36,292 7,588 83,247
1967 7,368 18,347 10,557 25,311 6,006 67,589
1968 7,348 20,695 16,350 28,256 18,132 90,781
1969 6,916 11,923 8,517 6,816 6,617 40,789
1970 6,732 12,405 12,640 26,173 18,259 76,209
1971 9,033 18,870 14,886 19,183 5,901 67,873
1972 8,870 10,324 10,958 19,453 32,595 82,200
1973 7,928 23,386 11,703 14,457 35,566 93,040
1974 8,072 23,623 10,767 12,203 13,586 68,251
1975 7,773 6,184 8,085 11,127 5,870 39,039
1976 8,255 13,438 9,653 18,576 11,897 61,819
1977 8,058 18,928 10,493 26,818 6,565 70,862
1978 8,504 24,316 9,989 16,688 17,259 76,756
1979 7,456 15,745 11,211 26,887 5,092 66,391
1980 7,288 8,534 10,012 15,304 18,750 59,888
1981 6,451 22,763 8,175 41,661 6,664 85,714
1982 7,723 32,780 10,073 4,330 16,429 71,335
1983 5,865 15,523 11,387 43,068 5,325 81,168
1984 6,826 13,965 11,002 13,138 9,804 54,735
1985 5,964 34,292 9,783 41,072 25,751 116,862
1986 5,463 33,573 14,448 32,134 27,443 113,061
1987 5,717 16,321 9,140 29,329 11,968 72,475
1988 6,434 12,927 7,681 35,079 32,982 95,103
1989 5,680 37,312 9,494 33,758 10,148 96,392
1990 5,667 40,327 11,478 28,572 18,706 104,750
1991 5,496 27,375 10,932 38,216 11,146 93,165
1992 5,786 22,655 7,955 16,239 19,560 72,195
1993 5,222 46,101 4,679 17,473 18,808 92,283
1994 3,864 33,362 8,325 3,684 22,129 71,364
1995 1,624 11,244 5,230 21,524 13,190 52,812
1996 456 15,654 3,878 8,620 6,560 35,168
1997 1,662 25,358 751 12,242 8,686 48,700
1998 1,401 5,170 25 3,921 19,913 30,430
1999 768 1,813 27 9,537 4,997 17,141
2000 521 8,871 34 7,221 2,848 19,495
2001 666 7,187 53 10,972 5,850 24,729
2002 1,695 10,164 472 8,610 12,305 33,245
2003 2,204 6,397 812 15,456 13,736 38,605
2004 2,463 4,371 1,173 3,678 14,302 25,888
2005 2,008 933 1,137 12,588 10,524 27,190
2006 1,832 10,048 510 1,431 9,890 23,710



Table 3. Preliminary 2006 retained commercial salmon catch (numbers) in British Columbia tidal
waters, by species and Statistical Area.

AREA CHINOOK CHUM COHO PINK SOCKEYE | STEELHEAD | Grand Total
1 128,048 184 97,233 29,952 24,038 279,454
2 EAST 418 16,586 3,460 32,258 964 53,686
2 WEST 5,973 12,381 1,834 41 57 20,286
3 5,980 101,204 795 | 240,215 311,338 659,531
4 6,027 7,842 557 | 327,896 872,167 170 1,214,658
5 28 1,448 15,823 8,313 25,611
6 121 47,028 6,927 9,294 723 64,093
7 7 22,612 1,417 4,383 880 29,300
8 5,285 359,196 4,776 61,900 1,351 432,508
9 43 43
11 7 379 1 337 12,140 12,864
12 157 448,692 156 26,733 1,634,755 3 2,110,496
13 351,056 5,647 594,395 951,098
14 36 82,678 16 4 82,733
20 85 53 74 76,322 24 76,558
21 2 344,907 344,908
23 48,083 13,207 1,124 77 21,558 84,050
24 1,941 11 2 19 43,817 45,791
25 13,054 88,163 2,038 733 103,988
26 29,365 6,494 764 685 37,308
27 8,646 309 341 7 478 9,780
29AB 1,491 118,360 10 511,704 631,565
29C 2,701 12,155 50,860 65,716
Grand Total 257,454 | 2,034,944 | 121,426 | 754,681 4,167,323 197 7,336,024




Table 4. Preliminary 2006 retained commercial salmon catch (round weight, tonnes) in British

Columbia tidal waters, by species and Statistical Area.!

AREA CHINOOK | CHUM | COHO | PINK | SOCKEYE | STEELHEAD | Grand Total
1 1,027 1 412 72 65 1,577
2 EAST 4 92 12 56 2 166
2 WEST 52 62 8 0 0 122
3 47 567 4 428 769 1,814
4 53 43 3 641 1,905 0 2,645
5 0 7 28 18 54
6 1 279 28 20 2 330
7 0 114 5 8 2 129
8 48 2,005 20 118 4 2,195
9 0 0
11 0 2 0 1 32 35
12 1 2,036 1 47 4,035 0 6,121
13 1,710 11 1,432 3,153
14 0 384 0 0 384
20 0 0 0 173 0 174
21 0 1,442 1,443
23 257 65 4 0 56 382
24 10 0 0 0 121 130
25 73 426 8 2 510
26 162 25 3 2 192
27 62 2 1 0 1 66
29AB 12 558 0 1,297 1,867
20C 24 69 129 222
Grand Total 1,832 9,890 510 | 1,431 10,048 1 23,711

ICatches <0.5 tonnes appear as 0.
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Table 5. Preliminary retained recreational salmon catch (numbers) in British Columbia tidal waters, by species and

year, 1953-2006.

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total
1953 74,400 0 130200 0 0 204,600
1954 75,900 0 134,400 0 0 210,300
1955 89,200 0 184,600 0 0 273,800
1956 106,500 0 197,500 0 0 304,000
1957 101,300 0 252,300 10,200 0 363,700
1958 106,000 400 261,800 3,100 0 371,300
1959 93,600 0 243,000 36,800 0 373,500
1960 68,900 0 238,100 800 0 307,800
1961 46,300 100 157,200 26,500 0 230,000
1962 55,400 100 184,100 3,500 0 243,000
1963 61,000 100 197,500 111,000 0 369,500
1964 49,300 0 181,000 2,300 0 232,600
1965 52,800 100 188,600 9,600 0 251,000
1966 61,400 0 253,000 5,000 0 319,400
1967 61,300 0 169,200 29,100 900 260,500
1968 63,700 0 218,500 5,600 0 287,900
1969 66,800 1,400 143,900 36,400 0 248,400
1970 97,500 500 236,900 10,700 0 345,600
1971 85,600 200 371,100 46,000 0 503,000
1972 294,600 1,900 345,200 12,100 0 653,800
1973 281,500 4,500 384,400 51,700 0 722,200
1974 282,200 3,400 788,100 16,400 0 1,090,100
1975 439,700 2,300 469,800 28,500 0 940,300
1976 515,500 1,200 440,400 16,600 0 973,800
1977 255,000 900 255,200 33,900 1,800 546,800
1978 276,000 300 378,700 6,500 4,900 666,400
1979 188,900 2,400 407,300 89,600 1,300 689,600
1980 204,100 0 393,500 0 0 597,600
1981 197,200 0 317,100 0 0 514,300
1982 124,400 0 411,700 2,800 0 538,900
1983 198,400 0 404,000 54,900 0 657,300
1984 457,800 0 449,600 10,200 0 917,600
1985 292,800 3,000 760,200 111,800 3,100 1,170,800
1986 220,300 1,600 614,600 35,900 2,900 875,300
1987 196,500 33,200 735,700 128,000 5,500 1,098,900
1988 195,400 18,600 1,121,200 58,700 7,200 1,401,200
1989 255,000 15,000 591,700 148,900 9,400 1,020,000
1990 245,600 45,700 740,100 50,100 4,200 1,085,800
1991 206,600 107,500 232,500 297,600 5,800 850,000
1992 219,500 121,700 717,800 65,400 7,300 1,131,700
1993 226,300 131,200 879,300 181,100 4,300 1,422,100
1994 187,400 45,400 366,200 23,200 2,700 624,900
1995 152,500 18,400 197,100 198,300 6,800 573,100
1996 120,300 72,500 249,800 21,900 6,500 471,000
1997 206,400 91,700 253,000 119,400 6,300 676,800
1998 128,300 62,500 1,800 18,100 7,000 217,700
1999 156,500 95,800 19,600 129,000 1,500 402,400
2000 115,700 32,200 31,400 70,800 4,900 255,000
2001 144,900 42,200 133,200 95,800 7,000 423,100
2002 217,700 61,000 141,300 20,700 18,300 459,000
2003 209,400 130,500 173,800 158,900 10,700 683,300
2004 191,400 134,700 125,300 23,300 27,600 502,300
2005 247,700 81,000 148,100 120,600 8,400 605,800
2006 237,900 78,600 113,900 22,000 11,000 463,400
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Table 6. Preliminary 2006 retained recreational salmon catch (numbers) in British Columbia tidal

waters, by species and Statistical Area.

Area Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total
1 35,500 110 36,400 970 200 73,180
2 East 1,000 0 1,000 50 30 2,080
2 West 28,000 70 8,200 450 230 36,950
3&4 1,410 18,862 20,272
6 5,411 0 3,329 91 55 8,886
7 5,652 6 8,839 89 61 14,647
8 2,049 4 2,578 308 47 4,986
9 1,681 0 4,876 892 126 7,575
12 7,683 5,335 2,394 16,244 247 31,903
13 10,344 16,818 437 1,976 3,903 33,478
14 1,791 0 15 132 1,938
15 509 0 509
16 251 0 251
17 322 23 8 64 417
18 1,052 445 198 1,695
19 1,350 234 0 10 1,594
20 36,608 9,883 2,711 53 205 49,460
21 1,937 993 2,504 0 0 5,434
23 52,366 27,226 9,448 445 49 89,534
24 7,337 373 1,792 27 8 9,537
25 15,545 50 1,417 8 16 17,036
26 5,049 5 3,239 5 0 8,298
27 4,379 6 2,046 244 81 6,756
28 622 566 83 1,271
29AB 931 16,987 262 54 18,234
29D 9,104 15 2,729 0 5,377 17,225
Grand Total 237,883 78,583 113,835 21,867 10,978 463,146
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Table 7. Preliminary retained aboriginal salmon catch (numbers) in British Columbia tidal waters, by species and

year, 1951-2006.

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total
1951 14,300 143,000 22,100 10,500 75,500 265,400
1952 19,100 152,800 22,200 9,400 66,600 270,200
1953 21,500 170,300 25,800 12,700 47,700 278,100
1954 22,100 147,500 29,000 7,000 38,800 244,500
1955 20,500 105,100 30,900 19,800 43,100 219,400
1956 17,400 129,900 29,500 17,900 38,800 233,600
1957 18,000 182,800 30,700 39,500 50,100 321,100
1958 19,900 183,300 29,600 21,700 42,000 296,500
1959 22,100 132,100 28,400 28,800 50,000 261,400
1960 17,100 146,000 20,100 8,200 51,700 243,100
1961 16,600 208,700 27,500 41,800 40,300 334,900
1962 16,500 200,000 32,400 15,700 43,600 308,300
1963 15,900 285,800 26,200 55,400 35,400 418,600
1964 17,200 220,000 35,100 9,900 42,200 324,200
1965 16,400 199,800 46,700 43,400 38,900 345,200
1966 14,400 231,800 44,000 17,600 37,500 345,300
1967 14,700 191,100 19,600 35,700 34,800 295,900
1968 16,700 208,500 40,500 14,000 59,500 339,200
1969 18,900 245,400 23,500 31,900 35,900 355,600
1970 26,200 245,900 35,800 31,200 43,900 383,000
1971 21,700 280,600 36,500 47,000 38,600 424,300
1972 23,500 231,000 33,800 14,500 49,400 352,300
1973 22,000 285,900 27,200 66,300 49,000 450,300
1974 27,900 356,200 42,500 10,200 75,800 512,600
1975 29,900 407,100 36,500 59,000 44,200 576,800
1976 28,600 377,500 47,300 24,000 60,600 538,000
1977 36,300 434,200 36,200 51,200 54,300 612,100
1978 29,600 418,600 50,300 19,100 51,100 568,700
1979 28,000 509,300 77,100 84,100 44,200 742,700
1980 40,400 411,500 104,000 13,400 56,400 625,700
1981 39,900 644,800 98,300 88,100 68,000 939,000
1982 76,800 787,400 119,600 43,900 82,200 1,109,900
1983 65,300 650,700 76,200 207,600 68,700 1,068,400
1984 57,000 647,400 121,400 61,400 99,100 986,400
1985 54,900 760,100 85,600 158,400 102,400 1,161,400
1986 79,400 795,500 92,900 45,300 127,100 1,140,200
1987 78,400 748,200 65,900 151,200 103,400 1,147,100
1988 69,400 676,600 68,300 20,500 108,600 943,300
1989 76,900 829,500 62,300 119,700 84,000 1,172,400
1990 69,500 1,150,400 60,600 51,800 147,700 1,480,000
1991 93,700 1,027,700 61,700 177,100 92,100 1,452,200
1992 76,700 861,500 82,300 70,500 197,200 1,288,200
1993 111,100 1,522,300 95,900 37,800 655,900 2,422,800
1994 72,300 1,580,200 121,400 17,500 609,400 2,400,700
1995 38,300 851,500 117,200 186,700 143,000 1,336,700
1996 43,400 970,300 75,600 17,700 519,700 1,626,700
1997 36,200 316,800 49,900 34,900 296,100 733,900
1998 29,800 325,500 4,500 44,800 22,600 427,200
1999 70,000 512,400 28,000 151,600 63,400 825,400
2000 50,900 1,593,500 92,400 33,100 91,500 1,861,400
2001 56,000 972,000 19,200 212,800 140,000 1,400,000
2002 42,200 1,083,600 18,100 18,100 82,900 1,244,900
2003 54,500 902,500 12,400 334,500 101,000 1,404,900
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Table 7. Preliminary retained aboriginal salmon catch (numbers) in British Columbia tidal

waters, by species and year, 1951-2006, continued.

Year Chinook Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Total
2004 93,500 758,700 31,700 23,000 21,800 928,700
2005 28,400 623,700 1,300 270,500 132,900 1,056,800
2006 70,500 676,900 4,300 500 135,200 887,400
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Table 8. Comparison between original 2004 commercial catch estimates (salmon numbers) provided to NPAFC
for the South Coast region of BC (from Table 3 in Irvine et al. 2005) and preliminary revised estimates.

Positive percent changes indicate increases between the original and revised estimates; negative changes indicate
decreases. All numbers are preliminary and subject to change. Refer to Fig. 1a for Statistical Area locations.

SOCKEYE COHO PINK
Stat. Original Revised Percent Original Revised Percent Original Revised Percent
Area Estimate = Estimate Change Estimate Estimate Change Estimate Estimate Change
11 9,123 23,840 161 2 0 1,748 3,842 120
12 557,319 678,686 22 47 150 221 78,065 80,244 3
13 160,249 165,045 3 40 15 -63 18,672 17,050 -9
14 0 0 0 0 0 0
17 0 0 0 0 0 0
18 0 1 0 0 0 0
19 0 0 0 0 0 5
20 8,535 34,587 305 0 1 24 177 645
21 43 0 0 4 0 0
22 0 0 0 31 0 0
23 70,113 201,781 188 525 436 -17 2 1 -46
24 0 0 0 35 0 0
25 0 0 3,805 3,536 -7 0 2
26 0 0 0 9 12 55 344
27 0 10 0 2 1 3 233
TOTAL 805,382 1,103,950 37 4,419 4,219 -5 98,524 101,379 3
CHUM CHINOOK TOTAL
Stat. Original Revised Percent  Original Revised Percent Original Revised Percent
Area  Estimate Estimate  Change Estimate Estimate Change Estimate Estimate Change
11 225 567 152 815 32 -96 11,914 28,281 137
12 491,609 564,025 15 618 767 24 1,127,658 1,323,872 17
13 475,647 629,769 32 136 337 149 654,743 812,216 24
14 99,826 126,068 26 0 128 99,826 126,196 26
17 4,178 9,334 123 0 16 4,178 9,350 124
18 5,958 33,982 470 0 0 5,958 33,983 470
19 0 0 0 0 0 5
20 17 94 467 0 187 8,576 35,046 309
21 154,248 237,546 54 1 2 100 154,292 237,552 54
22 0 3,133 0 9 0 3,173
23 17,819 12,904 -28 57,218 71,584 25 145,677 286,706 97
24 75 443 491 8,185 10,795 32 8,260 11,273 36
25 141,427 150,756 7 13,197 19,463 47 158,429 173,757 10
26 2,024 2,343 16 62,952 66,521 6 64,989 68,928 6
27 396 464 17 14,458 13,826 -4 14,854 14,305 -4
TOTAL 1,393,448 1,771,428 27 157,579 183,667 17 2,459,353 3,164,643 29
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